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TALLY SHEETS 
 
How to Use the Stand Examination Tally Sheet 
 
The Stand Exam Tally Sheet, Form 2400-32, is designed to be used in cruising areas which have been stratified into stands 
prior to the cruise.  The number of sheets used per stand will depend upon the size of the stand and the desired sampling 
intensity, but in no case should more than one stand be recorded on the same sheet. 
 
Header Information
 
Filling in the header information may often seem to be an unnecessary exercise in recording the obvious and therefore 
ignored.  Ignoring it and failing to complete the header block is a cardinal sin when cruising, because all of the stand 
information recorded on the lower portion of the sheet can be rendered completely worthless without the header information. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Timber Sale Handbook 
 

 
8-22-01 24-5 HB2461.24 

Pulpwood Tally - For trees between 5” and 11” DBH only. 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Record species at the top of columns. 
 
2. Tally each tree by number of 8’ sticks in appropriate column (small numbers). 
 
3. Count the number of trees recorded on each point, by species, e.g.:  6 aspen recorded on point #1. 
 
4. Find total number of sticks recorded on each point, by species, e.g.:  25 sticks of aspen recorded on point #1. 
 
5. Add number of trees recorded to number of sticks and divide the total by 2 to find cords per acre;   
 e.g.:  6 + 25 = 31;  31 / 2 = 15-1/2 cd/ac aspen on point #1. 
 
6. Record cords per acre by species for each point (large numbers). 
 
7. Determine totals by species and by point. 
 
8. Divide totals by number of points to obtain per acre volumes. 
 
Basal Area Tally
 
1. Use dot-tally for sapling and sawtimber categories:  1 dot for each tree tallied:  Each dot = 10 sq. ft. BA/ac. 
 
2. Number of pulpwood category trees tallied can be determined by counting the total number of pulpwood size trees 

recorded on each point. 
 
3. Divide totals by number of sample points to obtain BA/ac for the stand. 
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Sawlog Tally 
 
Both the small sawtimber and large sawtimber categories are cumulative tally sheets.  The small saw portion is for trees 
between 11 and 15 inches DBH.  The large saw portion is for trees over 15 inches DBH. 
 
How to Use the Stand Examination Tally Sheet 

 

 
1. List species in Sp. column. 
 
2. For each sawtimber size tree strike out (/) a number in the appropriate size and species category.  e.g.:  A 14” DBH 

white pine containing 2 logs would be tallied by striking out 10 in the vertical column labeled 2.  (A dot must also be 
place in the sawtimber Basal Area tally at this time.)  The next small sawtimber size white pine containing 2 logs should 
be tallied by striking out 21, the next by striking out 32, etc.  The same process is followed for other species and other 
size classes. 

 
3. To total board foot volume, add the last numbers struck in each category for each species.  e.g.:  Large sawtimber white 

pine in above example:  add 25, 29 and 17 = 71.  The 71 represents hundreds of board feet per acre, so 2 -Zeros (“00”) 
must be added to the 71.  Total the “bd. Ft.” column and divide that by the number of points cruised in the stand to 
determine bd. ft./acre. 

 
Growth, Age and Height Tally 
 
1. Record number of rings per inch under ‘Growth’ (NOTE: this cannot be entered into the recon stand sheet Form 2400-

26 – no such field exists). 
 
2. Record total age of sample trees under ‘Age’. 
 
3. Record total height of sample trees under ‘Height’. 
 
DBH Range and Av. DBH 
 
Record estimates of DBH range and average DBH. 




